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About FBC 
 
About the Conference 
 
The Francelia Butler Conference is a 
one-day, student-run conference 
dedicated to the study of children’s 
literature. Graduate students may 
submit creative and critical written 
pieces to be critiqued by a panel of 
distinguished judges. The Shirley Henn 
Award, Amanda Cockrell Award, or 
Margaret Kates Picture Book Award is 
given to the winner in each category. 
Students may also submit original 
artwork to the art show to earn the 
Margaret Kates Award. Another 
tradition, the Silent Auction, helps raise 
funds for future conferences. 
 
About Francelia Butler 
 
 
Francelia Butler 
pioneered trails for the 
scholarly criticism of 
children’s literature. 
She created the 
Children’s Literature 
journal and was a 
founding member of 
the Children’s 
Literature Association (ChLA). In 1992, at 
Butler’s request, Hollins launched a 
Children’s Literature graduate program 
when the university became the sponsor 
for Butler’s scholarly journal. To this day, 
graduate students honor Francelia Butler 
by running this conference in her name, 
continuing her vision of blazing trails 
dedicated to the creativity, insight, and 
academic study of children’s literature. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Awards 
 
The Shirley Henn Award 
 
Shirley Henn was a retired librarian who 
worked at Hollins for years. She was very 
interested in the Children’s Literature 
Program and donated to it every year for 
the critical and creative awards presented 
during the Francelia Butler Conference. 
When she died, she left additional 
possessions to the university, and the 
department decided to name the critical 
and creative awards in 
her honor. 
The Amanda Cockrell Award 
 
A prize named in honor of the founding 
director of Hollins’ graduate programs in 
children’s literature, the Amanda Cockrell 
Award, funded by the extremely 
successful 2015 Silent Auction, highlights 
the creativity, diversity of talent, and drive 
of Hollins’ children’s literature graduate 
students. The winner is chosen out 
of short form submissions. 
 
The Margaret Kates Award 
 
The Art Show award prize was originally 
given by Margaret Kates, a donor who 
firmly believes in supporting literacy and 
expression through the arts for children. 
In 2007 the conference’s Silent Auction 
took on the role of funding the Margaret 
Kates Award and supporting the pursuit 
of imagination and story in art. The 
picture book award is also named for this 
supportive donor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Margaret Wise Brown 
Award 
 
Hollins pays tribute to one of its best-
known alumnae and one of America’s 
most beloved children’s authors by 
awarding the Margaret Wise Brown Prize 
in Children’s 
Literature. The annual award showcases 
the best picture book manuscript as 
selected by a panel of judges and will be 
among the few children’s book honors 
with a cash prize. Margaret Wise Brown 
graduated from 
Hollins in 1932 and went on to write 
Goodnight Moon, The Runaway Bunny, 
and other children’s classics before 
she died in 1952. The cash prize comes 
from an endowed fund created by James 
Rockefeller, Brown’s fiancé 
at the time of her 
death. 
 
This year’s 
winner is 
Wendy 
Meddour, a 
writer, 
illustrator, 
and critic. 
Wendy has 
written 
several 
award-
winning 
picture books 
and currently 
teaches creative writing at Exeter 
University in Exeter, Devonshire, UK. Her 
winning book, Lubna and Pebble 
illustrated by Daniel Egnéus, is a 
beautiful story which addresses the 
refugee crisis. Little Lubna shows us the 
true meaning of friendship and how 
important it is during frightening and 
uncertain times. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keynote Speaker 
 
Terri Windling 
 
Terri Windling is a writer, editor, and 
artist specializing in fantasy literature 
and mythic arts. She has published 
over forty books, 
winning nine World 
Fantasy Awards, the 
Mythopoeic Award, the 
Bram Stoker Award, 
and placing on the 
short list for the 
Tiptree Award. She 
received the S.F.W.A. 
Solstice Award in 2010 
for "outstanding 
contributions to the 
speculative fiction field 
as a writer, editor, artist, educator, and 
mentor." Her work has been translated 
into French, German, Spanish, Italian, 
Czech, Russian, Turkish, Korean, and 
Japanese.  
 
In addition to writing fiction, Ms. 
Windling has written essays on myth, 
folklore, fantasy literature and mythic 
arts which have appeared in magazines, 
art books and anthologies in the United 
States and Europe, and she has 
contributed to reference volumes 
including The Oxford Companion to 
Fairy Tales and Panorama illustré de la 
fantasy & du merveilleux. She was also 
the founder and co-editor (with Midori 
Snyder) of the online Journal of Mythic 
Arts, which ran for eleven years and 
won the 2008 World Fantasy Award.  
 
Ms. Windling's art has appeared in solo 
and group exhibitions in the United 
States and Europe, including shows at 
The Boston Museum of Fine Arts, The 
Tucson Museum of Contemporary Art, 
The Words and Pictures Museum, and 
The Book Arts Gallery.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Judges 
 
Critical 
Professor Franziska Burstyn 
studied English and Theatre 
Studies at Leipzig University and 
at Roehampton University in 
London and has been teaching 
undergraduate courses on English 
literature. She is currently writing 
her PhD thesis on mentorship in 
fantastic British children’s 
literature at Leipzig University 
while working as an event 
manager at the Ruhr University 
Bochum. Her academic interests 
focus on fantastic children’s and 
young adult literature, folk and 
fairy tales, and critical plant 
studies. Her publications include 
articles in the field of children’s 
literature as well as a monograph 
about the land of plenty in 
children’s literature, The Myth of 
Cokaygne in Children’s Literature: 
The Consuming and the 
Consumed Child. 
 
Dr. Derek Gladwin is an Assistant 
Professor in the Department of 
Language & Literacy Education at 
the University of British Columbia, 
where he teaches courses on 
children's literature, 
environmental literacy, and digital 
media. He is also a Sustainability 
Fellow at the Centre for Interactive 
Research on Sustainability and an 
affiliate faculty member in the 
Master of Arts in Children’s 
Literature program. He has 
previously held international 
visiting research fellowships at the 
University of Amsterdam, 
University of Edinburgh, and 
Trinity College Dublin. He is also 
the author or editor of several 
books about the environmental 
humanities, sustainability 
education, and storytelling, 
including Ecological Exile (2018) 
and Rewriting Our Stories (2020). 
 
Dr. Maija-Liisa Harju is a Lecturer of 
young people’s text, cultures, and 
education at McGill University in 
Montreal, Canada. Currently, her 
research focuses on the ways children 
make connections to nature through 
literary engagement, and posthumanist 
education approaches that can support 
nature literacy and climate action. Her 
latest publication, “Keeping Some 
Wildness Always Alive”: Posthumanism 
and the Animality of Children’s 
Literature and Play."  
 
Dr. Nathalie op de Beeck is the editor of 
the forthcoming Literary  Cultures and 
Twenty-First-Century Childhoods 
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2020), and the 
author of Suspended Animation: 
Children’s Picture Books and the Fairy 
Tale of Modernity (U Minnesota P, 
2010). Her work 
appears in Children’s Literature, 
Children’s Literature Association 
Quarterly, The Lion and the Unicorn, 
Mfs: Modern Fiction Studies, 
Approaches to Teaching the Graphic 
Novel, and the Oxford Handbook of 
Children’s Literature. Her recent 
“Children’s Literature and the New 
Nature Study” (Children’s Literature in 
Education 49.1, 2018) and 
“Environmental Picture Books: 
Cultivating Conservationists” (in Hamer, 
Nodelman, and Reimer’s More Words 
about Pictures, 2017) concern eco-
social justice as depicted in literature 
for young readers. She is an Associate 
Professor of English at Pacific Lutheran 
University in Tacoma, WA.  
 
Dr. John Pennington is a Professor of 
English at St. Norbert College in 
Wisconsin.  He is the editor of North 
Wind: A Journal of George MacDonald 
Studies. His recent publications include 
a critical edition of George MacDonald's 
Phantastes (with Roderick McGillis) and 
a collection of critical essays on the 
fantasy: Crossing a Great Frontier: 
Essays on George MacDonald's 
Phantastes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Creative Short Form 
Henry Cole was a much beloved 
science teacher for many years 
before turning his talents to the 
world of publishing. Since then he 
has helped create over 160 books 
for children, including his own 
Jack’s Garden, A Nest for Celeste, 
Unspoken, Spot the Cat, Big Bug, 
One Little Bag and On 
Meadowview Street, as well as the 
illustrations for the Julie Andrews 
Edwards Little Bo series, And 
Tango Makes Three by Justin 
Richardson and Peter Parnell, and 
With a Little Help From My 
Friends by John Lennon and Paul 
McCartney. His greatest joy is 
entertaining school audiences 
across the country with his 
delightful author/illustrator 
presentations. Henry lives in 
Florida. 
 
Kate Klise is the bestselling author 
of more than 30 books for young 
readers. She also spent 15 years 
working as a correspondent for 
People magazine, interviewing 
such American icons as Harper 
Lee and Johnny Cash. When she's 
not working on a new book, Kate 
enjoys leading writing workshops 
and master classes for aspiring 
authors of all ages in schools, 
libraries, and Fortune 500 
companies. 
 
Booki Vivat is the New York Times 
bestselling author and illustrator 
of the illustrated middle grade 
series, FRAZZLED. She lives in 
Brooklyn, New York, where she 
doodles a lot and makes books for 
kids.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Creative Long Form 
 
Jim McCarthy is a Vice-President and 
Literary Agent at Dystel, Goderich & 
Bourret where he started his publishing 
career over two decades ago. His list is 
heavily focused on middle grade and 
young adult fiction and includes New 
York Times bestsellers Richelle Mead, 
Morgan Rhodes, Victoria Laurie, Robin 
Talley, Livia Blackburne, and Michael 
Arceneaux along with critically celebrated 
and award-winning authors such as 
Tehlor Kay Mejia, Joy McCullough, Fonda 
Lee, Remy Lai, and many more. 
 
Marieke Nijkamp is a #1 New York Times 
bestselling author of YA novels and 
graphic novels, including This Is Where It 
Ends, Even If We Break, and The Oracle 
Code. Her short stories can be found in 
several anthologies. Marieke is a 
storyteller, dreamer, globe-trotter, and 
geek. 
 
Han Nolan is the author of nine young 
adult novels. She won the National Book 
Award for her novel Dancing on the Edge 
and was a finalist for Send Me Down a 
Miracle. Her other novels include If I 
Should Die Before I Wake, A Face in 
Every Window, Born Blue, When We Were 
Saints, A Summer of Kings, Crazy, and 
Pregnant Pause. Her work has been called 
“rough, raw, and riveting” as well as 
“deeply philosophical and psychologically 
complex,” and she tackles subjects 
ranging from possible religious miracles 
to teen pregnancy and mental illness with 
compassion, insight, and a touch of 
magical realism. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Art Show and Illustrator 
Spotlight 
 
Ben Hatke is the author and illustrator of 
The New York Times bestselling Zita the 
Spacegirl trilogy, the picture books Julia's 
House for Lost Creatures and Nobody 
Likes a Goblin, and the graphic novels 
Little Robot and Mighty Jack. He lives 
and works in the Shenandoah Valley with 
his wife and their boisterous pack of 
daughters. 
 
Thacher Hurd has written and illustrated 
more than 25 books for children, among 
them Mama Don’t Allow which won the 
Boston Globe Horn Book Award. He has 
also written and illustrated two board 
books, one of which, Zoom City, was a 
New York Times Best Illustrated Book of 
the Year. In 1983 Thacher and his wife 
Olivia founded Peaceable Kingdom Press, 
a publisher of cards and posters from 
children’s books. 
 
 
Judy Schachner has been described by 
The New York Times as “…something like 
the James Joyce for the elementary 
school – set…” She is the #1 New York 
Times Best Selling Author/Illustrator of 
over 23 books for children including Bits 
& Pieces, the Skippyjon Jones series, Yo 
Vikings, The Grannyman, and Willy and 
May. She has won many awards including 
the first E. B. White Read Aloud Award. 
 
Jeff Schmuki was raised in the Sonoran 
Desert of Arizona, an environment of 
extremes that nurtured a unique 
relationship to the fragile landscape and 
respect for our limited natural resources. 
He has exhibited and completed projects 
at the Carnegie Museum of Art in 
Pittsburgh, Seoul Art Space_Geumcheon 
in Seoul, South Korea, the Goethe 
Institute of Cairo, Egypt, and the Bach 
Modern in Salzburg, Austria. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FBC 2020 Committee 
Members 
 
Co-Chairs 
Quinn Diacon-Furtado 
Marilla MacGregor 
*Gina Dittmeier (Art Chair) 
 
Art 
Gina Dittmeier (Chair) 
Claire Reck 
 
Reading Committee 
Akiko Ashton (Co-Chair) 
Jen Barton 
Quinn Diacon-Furtado (Co-Chair) 
Gina Dittmeier 
Patrick Garland 
Amalia Hillmann 
Marilla MacGregor (Co-Chair) 
Claire Reck 
Cindy Shutts 
Diandra Werner 
 
Silent Auction 
Cindy Shutts 
Diandra Werner (Chair) 
 
Technology 
Quinn Diacon-Furtado 
Gina Dittmeier 
Marilla MacGregor 
Rebecca Piazza 
Claire Reck 
Cindy Shutts 
Kara Tyson 
Diandra Werner 
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Thanks 
Special thanks to Diane Conrad of 
bepress for training us in using 
the Digital Commons platform and 
setting our virtual conference up 
so beautifully! 
Many, many thanks to Luke 
Vilelle, our amazing Hollins 
University librarian who helped to 
set up the conference on the 
Digital Commons and upload 
everyone’s recordings and images. 
Thank you to all the alumnae, 
faculty, students, and friends of 
the program who donated to our 
Silent Auction! You’re 
contributions will help to fund 
future conferences! 
Our gratitude to all the Hollins 
University staff who helped make 
our virtual experience – the 
conference and the semester – 
positive and possible! 
Finally, a shout-out to Therese 
Hair, who helped co-chair the first 
steps of this conference as we 
planned it throughout this past 
year. Thank you so much for your 
work! 
 
 
